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Dear Washington State Bank or Credit Union:

On behalf of your small farm banking customers, the Washington State Department of Health (DOH) Farmers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) would like to offer you a new opportunity to support your customers. Washington FMNP has developed the Farmer Friendly Banking Project to encourage banks to lower the per item check deposit fees and returned check fees charged to small farms participating in FMNP.

Washington FMNP is a federal nutrition program jointly administered by DOH and the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) that brings over one million food dollars annually into Washington.  FMNP authorizes more than 700 small farmers across Washington who sell their produce at local farmers markets and farm stands in 31 counties. Program funds are distributed as $2 checks to eligible clients who use them from June 1 through October 31 each year to buy fresh locally grown fruits and vegetables.  These checks are processed through Washington’s banks and credit unions.  WIC and Senior FMNP checks will begin showing up in your banking branches soon after June 1st.
Last year we heard from many of our farmers that fees for depositing FMNP checks were increasing and causing hardships.  The Farmer Friendly Banking Project seeks to enlist the banking community in supporting small farmers by waiving deposit fees and lowering returned check fees on these $2 checks.  Denominations of FMNP checks are small to allow low income seniors and families participating in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables from a variety of farmers during each market visit.
Banks and credit unions who participate in the Farmer Friendly Banking Project will be listed on the Washington State Farmers Market Association (WSFMA) web site at http://www.wafarmersmarkets.com.  Also, the list of participating banks will be included with the program applications we mail to over 700 participating farmers each year. We invite you to participate in this program by completing and returning the enclosed Banking Enrollment Form.
Thank you for supporting local small farmers and the FMNP.  Please contact Pat Jordan, Retailer and Farmers’ Market Specialist, at (360) 236-3629 with any questions you may have.  
Respectfully,

Janet Jackson Charles, Director
WIC Nutrition Program

Enc:  
Banking Enrollment Form

WIC FMNP Fact Sheet

Senior FMNP Fact Sheet

Sample FMNP Checks

