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Ideas and Materials for Market Managers:

In an effort to draw more customers to farmers markets, Governor Gregoire proclaimed Washington State Farmers Market Week, August 3-9, 2008. The WSFMA is offering the following ideas and materials. Please encourage the following events.

Farmers Market Week Shopper Challenges
1. Print out the:

· Challenge Poster

· Challenge Postcard

· Governor’s Proclamation

· Press Release
2. Post the Challenge Poster around your market

3. Distribute the Challenge Postcards to shoppers

4. Read the Governor’s Proclamation at your market

5. Post the Governor’s Proclamation at your information table

6. Submit the Press Release to your local newspaper, radio, cable station

In addition, you may:

· Invite Chefs to do demos showing how to prepare what’s fresh at the market

· Recipes are available from many sources for seasonal foods such as CSA Farms and Farmers Market Websites

· Request canning info and canning demos by your local WSU Extension office

Public Recognition 

Recognize the city council, the mayor, the city permitting office who grants the street being closed, your local health inspectors, WSDA organic inspectors, your local WSFMA board member, the WSFMA administrative director, partner organizations. Profile your farmers! Introduce your market board. Definitely introduce your staff and volunteers. Make it festive – make it food-based! Introduce people by passing a seasonal item and sharing what folks’ favorite seasonal market produce/food item is. Say buy local a million times. Thank your farmers with huge cheers! Thank your customers with fantastic hospitality! 

1. Print out the:

· Invitation Postcard

2. Distribute to key supporters

3. Stop the Music (for a moment) and Recognize your Supporters

4. Call for three cheers for your Farmers from the crowd!
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